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From the Senior Serving Gunner 

Thank you for your dedication to preserving and promoting the proud history of the Royal Canadian Artillery. Your 

participation in the Netherlands Commemorative Battlefield Tour—OP TAKE POST 2025—is a testament to your 

commitment to honouring the sacrifices and achievements of our Gunners. 

This tour traces the valiant efforts of the First Canadian Army, whose perseverance in the Scheldt campaign and the 

liberation of the Netherlands helped turn the tide of the Second World War. It is an opportunity to walk in the 

footsteps of those who fought bravely, from the fierce battles of the estuary to the final push toward victory. 

As you reflect on their service, I encourage you to share stories, learn from fellow Gunners, and ensure that the 

legacy of our Regiment lives on. 

Safe travels, and thank you for keeping our history alive. 

Ubique! 

BGen Stéph Masson, Senior Serving Gunner 

 

From the Colonel Commandant 

It is both an honour and a privilege to offer these words of introduction as you embark on Operation TAKE POST, 

the RCAA battlefield tour commemorating the 80th anniversary of the liberation of the Netherlands. This journey is 

more than just a reflection on our storied past—it is an opportunity to deepen our understanding of the sacrifices 

made by those who served before us and to reaffirm our commitment to the traditions of The Royal Regiment of 

Canadian Artillery. 

In the pages of this booklet, you will find the stories of the units that fought in the Netherlands, the guns they 

employed, and, most importantly, the names of the Gunners who gave their lives in the final push to liberate a 

nation. Their courage and dedication played a pivotal role in securing victory and ensuring the freedoms that we 

and our Dutch allies enjoy today. 

For those of you currently serving, this tour will provide a vital connection to our regimental heritage, a reminder 

that the principles of duty, discipline, and sacrifice remain at the heart of our profession. For our veterans, it is an 

occasion to reflect on the continued legacy of those who came before and to share your invaluable experiences 

with the next generation of Gunners. 

As we stand on the battlefields where our predecessors fought, let us do so with pride and reverence. May we 

honour their memory not just with our presence, but with our commitment to preserving and passing forward their 

stories. 

Ubique, 

BGen David Patterson, Colonel Commandant 

 

From the RCAA Executive Director 

The Royal Canadian Artillery Association is pleased to provide this brief booklet on the Netnerlands 

Commemorative Battlefield Tour – OP TAKE POST 2025. It is meant to provide a brief guide on the situation, the 

artillery regiments involved and the guns that were used. However, the majority of the booklet is intended to 

ensure that the Canadian Gunners that died and are buried in the Netherlands are not forgotten. 

The booklet is by no means an authoritative work, for that I would direct you to the Gunners of Canada, Volume 2 

which is described online on the Regimental Family Bookshelf.  

Enjoy your tour, talk to the Gunners from Regiments across Canada, and please check your registration with the 

Royal Canadian Artillery Association. Registration is free for all serving members of The Royal Regiment of Canadian 

Artillery and avaialble for a fee for retired members and friends of The Regiment. 

Leon Jensen OMM CD – Executive Director 

 

  

https://rca-arc.org/publications/the-regimental-family-bookshelf/
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Throughout this booklet we have placed some artillery questions for you to discuss with friends and fellow gunners. 

 

The Situation 
The Allies liberated most of the south of the Netherlands in the second half of 1944. The rest of the country, 

especially the west and north, remained under German occupation and suffered from a famine at the end of 1944, 

known as the "Hunger Winter". The Liberation of the Netherlands took place from April to May 1945, culminating in 

VE-Day on May 8, 1945, which marked the end of six long years of war with the unconditional surrender of Nazi 

Germany. 

British and American troops first entered the southern Netherlands in early September 1944, three months after 

the D-Day landings in Normandy. In mid-September, the Allies launched Operation Market Garden, a massive 

campaign to secure bridges across the Maas/Meuse, Waal and Rhine rivers. If the Allies captured these bridges, 

they could liberate the Netherlands, outflank the German defences of the Siegfried Line and advance into Germany. 

However, Operation Market Garden failed, slowing the Allied advance and keeping most of the Netherlands under 

German control. 

As the Allies sought another way into Germany, they needed a large harbour through which to ship supplies to their 

advancing armies. The Belgian city of Antwerp, one of Europe’s biggest ports, had already been liberated, but the 

70 km long estuary of the Scheldt River, which connected Antwerp to the sea, was still held by the Germans. The 

task of clearing the estuary of enemy forces was assigned to the First Canadian Army. 

The First Canadian Army was Canada’s principal fighting arm in northwest Europe during the war. A powerful strike 

force under the command of Canadian General Harry Crerar, it included the 2nd Canadian Corps, as well as large 

contingents of British, Polish, American and Dutch infantry and armoured troops. Since the Battle of Normandy in 

the summer of 1944, the Army had formed the left flank of the Allied advance towards Germany — with the First 

Canadians liberating ports and cities along the Channel Coast of France and Belgium. 

Upon reaching the Netherlands, the First Canadian Army was ordered to clear the banks of the wide, multi-

channeled Scheldt River between the North Sea and the port of Antwerp. It was a treacherous landscape for 

attacking troops to operate in — flat, soggy, sometimes-flooded land, situated below sea level and enclosed by a 

series of dykes. 

Q1 – Can you identify the Tac Signs on this jeep?  
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Under the leadership of Canadian Lieutenant-General Guy Simonds (who had temporarily replaced Lieutenant-

General Crerar), Canadian and British soldiers fought a series of fierce battles through October and early November, 

including amphibious assaults from small boats against German defences along the estuary. Aside from the use of 

boats, the movement of men, tanks and other equipment was often restricted to narrow roadways along the top of 

dykes, under frequent German fire. 

The First Canadian Army lost nearly 13,000 men killed, wounded or missing during the Scheldt fighting, including 

more than 6,300 Canadians. However, by 8 November the estuary and its large islands had been secured. The river 

was then cleared of mines, and on 28 November the first convoy of Allied cargo ships entered the port of Antwerp. 

 In March the First Canadian Army was reinforced by various Allied units, including the 1st Canadian Corps, and 

transferred north from the battlegrounds of Italy. For the first time in history, two Canadian army corps were 

fighting together. And with an international strength now of more than 450,000 men, the First Canadians became 

the largest army ever commanded by a Canadian officer.  

In late March, as other Allied armies crossed the Rhine into Germany, the First Canadian Army began rooting out 

German forces in the remainder of the Netherlands. The Canadians faced stiff fighting in places, and were also 

hampered by the broken roads, bridges and other infrastructure destroyed by the fleeing Germans, who blew up 

some of the dykes in the western Netherlands, flooding parts of the countryside.  

General Charles Foulkes, commander of the 1st Canadian Corps, accepted the surrender of German forces in the 

Netherlands on 5 May. Two days later, Germany formally surrendered and the war in Europe came to an end.  

https://rca-arc.org/greatgunners/lieutenant-general-gg-simonds-cc-cb-cbe-dso-cd-1903-1974-2/
https://rca-arc.org/greatgunners/general-the-honourable-hdg-crerar-pc-ch-cd-dso-cd-1888-1965-2/
https://rca-arc.org/greatgunners/general-the-honourable-hdg-crerar-pc-ch-cd-dso-cd-1888-1965-2/

