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The Guns 
Ordnance Quick Firing 25-pounder 

This British-designed Howitzer It was introduced into service just before the 

War started and combined both high-angle and direct-fire abilities, a 

relatively high rate of fire, and a reasonably lethal shell, with a highly mobile 

piece. The 1800 kg (3,968 lbs) gun had a range of up to 12,250 meters and 

used variable-charge ammunition with a projectile weight of 11.3 kg (25 lbs). The 25-pounder was separate-loading; 

the shell was loaded and rammed, then the cartridge in its brass case was loaded and the breech closed. The 

detachment of one NCO and five gunners could fire four rounds per minute. An important part of the gun was the 

ammunition trailer which the gun was hooked to while the trailer hooked to the tractor for towing. The trailer 

carried ammunition; thirty-two rounds in trays protected by two doors. Ammunition was also carried in the gun 

tractor with the detachment and various gun stores.  

 

Breech Loading 4.5 Inch Medium Field Gun 

The 4.5 inch British medium gun was used by field artillery for counter-

battery fire. It used the same carriage as the BL 5.5-inch medium gun but 

fired a lighter round further. The 5,842 kg (12,880 lbs) gun fired a 25 kg (55 

lbs) projectile up to 18,745 meters. The detachment consisted of one NCO 

and nine gunners. 

 

Breech Loading 5.5 inch Medium Gun 

The 5.5 inch medium gun was a British gun used for counter-battery fire. 

The 5,561 kg (12,260 lbs) gun fired a 45.4 kg (100 lbs) projectile up to 14,810 

meters. A 36.3 kg (80 lbs) projectile was developed which increased the 

range to 16,550 meters. The detachment consisted of one NCO and nine 

gunners.  

Sexton 25 Pounder Self-Propelled Gun  

The Sexton was a Canadian-designed self-propelled artillery vehicle built on 

a Ram tank chassis with a 25 pounder gun. The 25,855 kg (57,000 lbs) gun 

had a range of up to 12,250 meters with a projectile weight of 11.3 kg (25 

lbs). The detachment consisted of one NCO and five gunners. 

M7 Priest 105 mm self-propelled  

The 105 mm howitzer motor carriage 

M7 was an American self-propelled 

artillery vehicle. The 23,000 kg (50,640 lbs) gun fired a 15 kg (33 lbs) projectile 

up to 11,000 meters.  

 

Quick-Firing 6-pounder Anti-Tank Gun 

The 6-pounder 7 cwt was a British 57 

mm gun, used as the primary anti-tank 

gun of the Allies during the Second World War. The 6-pounder was in use by 

anti-tank units of the Canadian Army replacing the 2 pounder and stayed in 

service until replaced by the larger 17 pounders. The 6 pounders were then 

transferred to the infantry anti-tank platoons. The 1,142.5 kg (2,521 lbs) gun fired a 3.18 kg (7 lbs) projectile up to 

5,025 meters. Doctrine limited the range to 915 meters unless under attack. The detachment consisted of one NCO 

and four gunners. 

Q9 – Why did the Canadian Artillery land on Juno Beach with M7 Priests rather than Sextons? 
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Ordnance Quick-Firing 17-pounder Anti-Tank Gun 

The Ordnance Quick-Firing 17-pounder was a British 76.2 mm (3 inch) gun. It 

was used as an anti-tank gun on its own carriage, as well as equipping a 

number of British tanks. Used with the APDS shot, it was capable of 

defeating all but the thickest armour on German tanks. The 2,960 kg (6,526 

lbs) gun fired a 7.7 kg (17 lbs) projectile up to 3,650 meters. Doctrine limited 

the range to 1,370 meters. The detachment consisted of one NCO and six 

gunners. 

M10 Achilles Tank Destroyer  

This gun was a US developed anti-tank weapon officially known as the 3-inch 

Gun Motor Carriage M10. It mounted a 3-inch (76.2 mm) gun M7 in a 

rotating open turret on a modified M4 Sherman tank chassis. The 3 inch gun 

was later replaced with the 17 Pounder gun in Canadian units. The 27,216 kg 

(60,000 lbs) gun fired a 7.7 kg (17 lbs) projectile up to 3,650 meters. The 

detachment consisted of one Non-Commissioned Officer and four gunners 

who were also equipped with .50 calibre Browning machine gun, 2 inch mortar, detachment rifles and a Bren light 

machine gun made each gun capable of operating independently. 

Bofors 40 mm Light Anti-Aircraft Gun  

The Bofors 40 mm Light AA gun was designed in the 1930s by the Swedish 

arms manufacturer AB Bofors. The gun was designed as an intermediate 

anti-aircraft gun, filling the gap between fast firing close-range small calibre 

anti-aircraft guns and slower firing long-range high calibre anti-aircraft guns. 

The 2,458 kg (5,418 lbs) gun fired to a maximum ceiling height of 7,925 

meters (26,000 ft) at rate of 120 rounds per minute. The detachment 

typically consisted of one NCO and six gunners. 

QF 3.7” Anti-Aircraft Gun  

The QF 3.7-inch AA was Britain's 

primary heavy anti-aircraft gun 

during World War II. It was roughly 

the equivalent of the German Flak 8.8 cm and American 90 mm, but with a 

slightly larger calibre of 3.7 inches, approximately 94 mm. The 9,317 kg 

(20,548 lbs) gun fired to a maximum ceiling height of 12,070 meters (39,600 

ft) at rate of 20 rounds per minute. The detachment typically consisted of 

one NCO and nine gunners. 

The above information is very limited. For those wishing additional information, the author highly recommends the 

book Guns of the Regiment, written by Doug Knight. 

 

Q10 - What is this vehicle called? 


