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Québec Artillery 

By Richard Garon 

(Translated from the French by Maurice René de Cotret) 

As a fortified city, Québec’s history is closely linked to artillery. According to recorded history, 

Jacques Cartier was the first to make use of guns on the site of what was to become the Vieille 

Capitale. Between 1617 et 1776, the city was threatened by numerous sieges. In that period, 

amateur as well as professional gunners were active in its defence. Through the years, French as 

well as English gunners will in turn defend the city, but the identity of the first gunners remains 

obscure. In the siege of 1690, the LeMoyne brothers, having learned to aim guns when serving in 

the navy, would prove themselves to be skilled militia. An elite company from the Compagnies 

Franches de la Marine formed the Compagnie des canonniers-bombardiers in 1755, while in the 

campaign of 1775, a company of militia artillery was formed under the command of Captain René-

Hippolyte Laforce. While the formation of “B” Battery, one of the two first permanent Canadian 

units, is an important historical landmark, other forerunning organisations such as the 1st Quebec 

Field Battery merit mention. Through the years, this organization took on many names and shapes, 

but it still retains a presence in the area over 200 years later. 

   

Archives nationales du Québec Philippe Gingras collection (Lévis). The Quebec Field Battery training at 

the military camp at Lauzon circa 1880. 
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Records show that a Canadian militia artillery battery was active in the Québec area 

between 1824 and 1828. Known as the Quebec Artillery Company, it was fist commanded by 

Lieutenant-Colonel, the Honorable Mathew Bell, owner of the Saint-Maurice ironworks and 

member of the Legislative Council. In 1829, The Quebec Artillery Company was under the 

command of Major William Price, a businessman heading the Price Lumber company. 

Progressively, even in official documents, the Quebec Artillery Company came to be designated 

as “the Quebec Artillery”. Its command passed on to Lieutenant-Colonel Joseph-François-Xavier 

Perrault, descendant of a family of Quebec merchants and former Officer Commanding the 1st 

Quebec Militia Battalion. These three officers had previously served in the Canadian militia during 

the war of 1812. In 1830, the Quebec Artillery Company had a complement of 35 officers, many 

of whom had served for many years in the militia units in the area. 

This unit served as the nucleus for the mobilization of the three companies of the Royal 

Quebec Volunteer Artillery in 1837. During the 1837-38 rebellion, these gunners occupied the 

Citadel and served as siege artillery. After this new conflict, members of the militia returned to 

their pre-war occupations, but the Quebec Artillery remained present and active. 

In 1855, the military organization of Canada underwent major change. As early as 1854, as 

a result of the involvement of Great Britain in the Crimean War, the number of British regular 

troops stationed in Canada was reduced to less than 3000. The Canadian military system was then 

reformed to mobilize sufficient troops to defend the country against its ever-threatening southern 

neighbours. At this time, the organization of the Canadian militia was still based on the system in 

place under the French regime. Service was then compulsory and on call, for all male inhabitants 

aged between 16 and 60. This system know as “compulsory sedentary militia” remained in force 

after 1855 but took on a secondary role. The reform sought, with the creation of the new volunteer 

militia, to fill the shortage caused by the departure of most of the British troops. The units then 

created were provided with pay, weapons, and uniforms for their members. This volunteer militia 

was also required to undergo specific training, unlike the former sedentary militia, whose members 

gathered only once a year. 

Thus, the Militia Act of 1855 authorized the formation of a volunteer militia of a maximum 

effective strength of five thousand officers and soldiers assigned to sixteen cavalry squadrons, 

seven field artillery batteries, five foot artillery companies and fifty infantry companies. The 



Richard Garon 2020. 

 

Canadian government was responsible for paying for the equipment and operation of these forces. 

In general, units were granted 10 paid training days per year. Artillery units, however, were 

authorized up to twenty days, given the complex techniques required to field the guns. The rest of 

the time, the soldiers belonging to this militia continued going about their civilian occupations and 

were paid only when training with their unit. 

On August 31st,1855 the Militia Act authorized the Quebec Artillery Company — formed 

thirty years earlier — to be designated as the “Quebec Volunteer Militia Field Battery”. This unit 

was later designated “Quebec Field Battery” in 1863, “No.1 (Quebec) Field Battery” in 1895, “1st 

(Quebec) Field Battery” in 1896, “57th (Quebec) Field Battery” of the 13th Field Artillery Brigade 

in 1921, as well as “57th Locating Battery, Royal Canadian Artillery” in 1954.  

In 1855, the authorized effective was of four officers, one Sergeant-Major, seventy other 

ranks, and fifty-six horses, under the command of Captain Louis-Symphorien Gamache. The 

battery was equipped with two 6-pounder guns and two 12-pounder howitzers, both of which were 

smooth bore muzzle loaders. The “Quebec Volunteer Militia Field Battery” was again mobilized 

from 1866 to 1870, in response to the threat posed by the Fenian Raids. 

 

Archives nationales du Québec Philippe Gingras collection (Lévis ex de tir et Lévis). The Quebec Field 

Battery training at the military camp at Lauzon circa 1880. 


